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1.    CALL TO ORDER 
       Chair Danelle Del Corso called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Other Supervisors present were Mark 

Stevenson, Barb Spencer and Bob Strouse.  Staff present were Susan Steele, Township Manager; Amy Smith 
Township Clerk and Jeff Stover, Township Solicitor.  Residents & others in attendance: Carol King, US Census 
Bureau and Jon Johnson. 
 

2. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Ms. King explained the census is required every ten years.  Ms. King stated that the forms that were sent in the 
past will not be sent be this year and an invitation to participate notice will be mailed.  Ms. King explained that you 
can participate either by mail, phone or email.  Ms. King assured the Board and citizens that all information is 
secure.  Ms. King explained that the census is important because it corresponds to the number of seats held in 
the House of Representatives and funding.  Ms. King stated that there are 300 programs that rely on census 
information to determine funding to those programs.  Ms. King commented that they are hiring for census takers 
in Centre County and background checks are required.  Ms. stated training will be in August and the census is 
funded up to September 2020 and census takers will receive mileage reimbursement.  Ms. Smith commented that 
another Representative contacted her about reserving the Community Center for training sessions and provided 
hiring information which was posted to Facebook and the website.  Mr. Stevenson questioned if they will be 
reaching out to anyone that did not respond.  Ms. King stated there will be a Complete Count Committee that will 
follow up with anyone that did not respond.  The Board thanked Ms. King.      
 

3. MINUTES 
 

 MOTION:  Mr. Strouse moved to approve the minutes for June 13th, 2019; Ms. Spencer seconded; 
Vote 4-0-0; Motion Carried. 

 
4. POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF SETTLEMENT FRANCHISE FEE AUDIT/REVIEW    

   
 MOTION:  Mr. Stevenson moved to approve the Settlement Franchise Fee Audit/Review 

Agreement; Ms. Spencer seconded; Vote 4-0-0; Motion Carried. 
 

 
5. POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2019-08, A SEWAGE PLANNING MODULE FOR SMITH FARM 

LOT TAX PARCEL 17-1A-42A  
 

 MOTION:  Mr. Strouse moved to approve Resolution 2019-08, a Sewage Planning Module for 
Smith Farm Lot Tax Parcel 17-1A-42A; Mr. Stevenson seconded; Vote 4-0-0; Motion Carried. 

 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE 2019-1; AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE HALFMOON TOWNSHIP 
ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF HOME OCCUPATION 
Ms. Del Corso opened the public hearing at 7:18 p.m. Ms. Steele stated there were no public comments received 
but there were comments received from the Centre County Planning Office and the Centre Region Planning 
Agency.  Ms. Steele stated the comments from the Centre County Planning Office were addressed in the 
application the Board approved in a prior meeting and the Centre Region Planning Agency comments were added 
to the application so the comments were addressed and satisfied.  Mr. Johnson questioned what happens if 
someone builds a structure for something else and then decides later to turn it into a home occupation without 
getting permits.  Mr. Stover commented that permits are an enforcement action and can be dealt with in fines if 
necessary.  Ms. Steele stated permits are part of zoning.  Ms. Del Corso closed the public hearing at 7:29 p.m.  
 

7. MOTION TO APPROVE AND ADOPT ORDINANCE 2019-01; AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE HALFMOON 
TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF HOME OCCUPATION 
 

 MOTION:  Mr. Stevenson moved to approve and hereby adopts Ordinance 2019-01, An Ordinance 
amending the Halfmoon Township Zoning Ordinance to revise the definition of home occupation; 
Ms. Spencer seconded; Vote 4-0-0; Motion Carried. 
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8. DISCUSSION TO REPEAL TOWNSHIP CODE, CHAPTER 42, PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

Ms. Steele stated there is presently one Parks and Recreation Board member.  Solicitation for new members 
have produced no new members.  Ms. Steele commented she questioned Mr. Stover if it was required to have a 
Park and Recreation Board under the Second-Class Township Code.  Mr. Stover commented that the Second-
Class Township Code authorizes the creation of a Parks and Recreation Board but does not require one.  The 
Board agreed they liked the idea of a citizen committee versus a Board.  Ms. Spencer commented that possibly 
there could be a designated person to report to the Board of Supervisors what idea they have for an event or 
project and then if approved by the Board look for volunteer committee members.  Mr. Stevenson commented that 
the Board could possibly flesh some volunteers out during the Community day.  Ms. Steele suggested soliciting 
through snail mail or flyers but not keep politics out of Community day.  The Board directed staff to solicit through 
Facebook and website before money is spent on a flyer or postage.  Mr. Stover stated the Board could pass 
Ordinance 2019-2 to repeal the current Park & Recreation Board Ordinance and provide public notice with an 
opportunity to comment.   
 

 MOTION:  Mr. Stevenson moved to direct staff to draft an Ordinance to repeal the Parks & 
Recreation Board Ordinance and bring back at the first appropriate meeting; Mr. Strouse 
seconded; Mr. Stevenson questioned whether there needed to be a public hearing like what was 
just done with the Home Occupation Ordinance to repeal an Ordinance; Mr. Stover stated you 
have to have public notice but the MPC does not talk about it in terms of a public hearing like it 
does for zoning and land development but it is practically the same thing; Vote 4-0-0; Motion 
Carried. 

 
 

9. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE DIRECTIVES REGARDING TOWNSHIP CODE, CHAPTER 166, PARKLAND 
DEDICATION 
Ms. Steele stated the Board of Supervisors adopted a Parkland Dedication Ordinance in 2000 and it has never 
been enforced.  Ms. Steele presented questions about what the Board would do with such a small plot of land 
since this would essentially be a tot lot size.  Ms. Steele questioned whether the Board wanted to repeal this 
Ordinance since it has not been enforced.  The Board suggested Ms. Steele investigate further and research what 
the intent was and is that intent used somewhere else in an Ordinance.  Mr. Stevenson suggested that maybe 
scrapping it would be a better idea.  Mr. Stover stated the Board could pass an Ordinance to repeal this Chapter.  
Mr. Stover will draft an Ordinance to repeal this Chapter and bring back to the Board to review and approve.   
 

10. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE FURTHER DIRECTIVES ON DEVELOPING A PRIVATE TO PUBLIC ROAD 
PROCESS AND REGULATION 
Ms. Steele stated staff met with Mr. Stover to review a process for to help answer questions from citizens on how 
to make a private road into a public road.  Mr. Stover drafted a procedure stating that 51% of the citizens owning 
property with frontage on a private road would need to petition the Board.  Mr. Stover provided two different ways 
citizens could fund bringing the private road up to public road standards, engineering fees and solicitor fees.  Mr. 
Stover reminded the Board that they are not obligated to take over any road.  Mr. Stevenson questioned whether 
any one has veto majority.  Mr. Stover stated no one has veto majority but if the road is not 50’ and someone 
does not want to do it then it gets vetoed.  Mr. Strouse questioned if the township would have to pay the 
landowner if they needed a 50’ right-of-way.  Mr. Stover stated that no, the township does not have to pay, it is up 
to the property owners to give the 50’ right-of-way.  Mr. Johnson questioned whether the township could eminent 
domain to get a 50’ right-of-way.  Mr. Stover stated the Board could but why would they want to when it is up to 
the landowners to provide the right-of-way.   
 

 MOTION:  Mr. Stevenson moved to approve the procedure for Township takeover of private street 
procedure; Ms. Spencer seconded; Mr. Johnson stated he lives on Morris Road, which is private, 
and he does not see this realistically happening; Vote 4-0-0; Motion Carried. 

 
 

11. POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF FINAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR MANAGER REPLACEMENT 
Ms. Steele provided an updated ad for the manager replacement.  The Board reviewed the ad and requested Ms. 
Steele change the requirement for having a BA to a Bachelors. Mr. Stevenson questioned whether the CDT had 
online job postings.  Ms. Smith stated they did have online classifieds.   
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 MOTION:  Ms. Spencer moved to approve the Manager advertisement as edited and directs staff 

to begin advertising same in the CDT, ICMA, PSATS, Penn State Hershey and PML; Mr. Strouse 
seconded; Vote 4-0-0; Motion Carried. 

 
12. MANAGER REPORT 

Ms. Steele reported on the following: 
 
Township Zoning Code Revisions-Draft cannot be completed for Supervisors review until: 

a. public hearing on 6/27/19 for Home Occupation is conducted and ordinance approved 
b. No. 9 (Accessory Rental Use) above reviewed and approved the supervisors 
c. The Village Zoning District is revised by the PC as directed by the Board of Supervisors. In this 
connection, the PC is almost done with the planning stage, then staff will review, comment and insert 
implementation provisions 

 
Township SALDO (Subdivision and Land Use) Code Revisions: 

a. The Board of Supervisors directed the PC to review by 6/13/19. PC did and made the following 
suggestions: 
 --Must develop an implementation/enforcement process for the fire regulations-Manager has asked 
Zoning Officer and Zoning Administrator to develop a first draft. As a note, this is not part of the code, but 
will be a program 
 --There is a Parkland Dedication (separate Code) which must be repealed and placed in the SALDO 
because never been enforced—Manager pulled up, did a short initial review, and then forwarded to PC for 
review and revision – PC cancelled meeting, supervisors doing 
   --Township Engineer must review sections on road widths and construction—Manager has asked for a 
meeting with Township Engineer to review same with him and make revisions accordingly-Manager meeting 
with Engineer on 7/1/19 
  -- The PC and Board worked on revising the Traffic Impact Study (TIS) revisions of the SALDO back in 
2017, what happened to it? Answer—the supervisors approved the TIS revisions in 11/17, but no ordinance 
was ever drafted or adopted. Manager will incorporate language the language into the Code SALDO revision 

   -- What about the Centre Region Implementation Agreement where should that be inserted? In the 
   Chapter of the Code entitled Sewers and Sewage. CRPA will be handling this. 

Autumn Meadow Park Project 
Notice to Proceed issued to HRI on 6/21/19 
Public Works will have recycling bins moved, put of signage, removal trees and swing set 
Manager is meeting with PSU on 6/26/19 to discuss landscaping and assistance.  Ms. Steele met with Penn 
State and they will plant everything free of charge and provide free maintenance training for staff.  Ms. 
Steele stated Rockview Prison will provide the tree plantings at cost. 
Manager is going to call CDT and Gazette to arrange a photo-opt of the groundbreaking.  Ms. Steele stated 
she has not had an opportunity to contact either yet for the photo-opt 
Township Clerk and Administrative Assistant coordinating Community Build day needs (water, snacks, 
eliciting neighborhood volunteers, etc) 
Financing—Submitted to DCNR ½ of grant for partial payment. Will receive in 4-6 weeks. It will take 60 days 
for M&T to finalize the construction fund. They need DCED approval for this loan and bonding counsel. 
Bonding counsel will be McQuade, Blasko (Tom Shrank’s firm) our special counsel. 
Recycling Pad and Security Fence—Awaiting Don to send staff specs, certificate of design, and advertise for 
bids 

 
13. NEW BUSINESS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Mr. Stevenson stated he was questioned whether the Board was still giving the Outstanding Citizenship awards.  
The Board requested it be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.   
 

14. SUPERVISORS’ REPORT 
Ms. Del Corso reported she had three professional volunteers to serve on the Manager Search Committee; Amy 
Farkas, Harris Township Manager; Tom Fontaine, State College Borough Manager; Becca Petitt, Centre Region 
COG, Human Resource Officer.  Ms. Del Corso stated she has eight citizens that would like to serve on the 
committee; Sharon Ergler, Andy Merritt, Virginia Squier, Reed Moyer, Deb Nardone, Ted Schaeffer, Jason 
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Coopey and Tracy Hoover.  Ms. Steele recommended that the Board let the professional Managers vet the 
resumes and then take it to the citizens.  Ms. Del Corso stated since the Board approved the ad, she will send it 
to the committee members along with the job description.  Ms. Steele suggested the Board define what the 
citizens’ roles are.  Ms. Del Corso stated she will speak to the professionals and let them know what the Board 
wants and let them take the lead and bring it back to the Board what their process is going to be.   
 
Ms. Del Corso stated she reached out to Ms. Hyeson and Mr. Dillon to see if they would be interested in helping 
her plan movie night and community day and will get more information and will it bring back to the Board. Ms. 
Steele stated movie night is typically the last week in August. 
 
Ms. Del Corso reported there was no Finance Committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Strouse reported that he attended the Solar Power Purchase Agreement Committee and they are looking to 
partner with other entities in the County.  Mr. Strouse stated there are currently thirteen entities that partnered.  
Mr. Strouse explained they are trying to lower environmental impacts while reducing costs.  Mr. Strouse 
commented that this could mean going to a contract to put solar panels on our buildings or purchasing energy 
from a green company.  Mr. Strouse reported he reached out to the Bellefonte School District to see if they would 
be interested in partnering because they are trying to grow it as big as they can and the more parties involved the 
more costs lessen.   
 
Ms. Spencer reported she attended the CCMPO and there was a presentation from Penn Dot and there are 
several risks that are coming down the pike that are going to affect our ability to finance road projects and some 
of these are big ticket things but the one big thing that is happening right now if efficiency of cars. Ms. Spencer 
explained that as more cars become more efficient and become more electric that takes a huge blow to the 
source of income to help support our road systems.  Ms. Spencer stated finances are starting to dwindle and that 
is something they can’t do anything about.  Ms. Spencer commented that the efficient cars are a good thing and a 
bad thing.  Ms. Spencer stated there are a bunch of things coming down in the next few years that are going to 
impact funds.  Ms. Spencer explained that although we are doing well now it will be going away and there will be 
risks.  Ms. Del Corso commented that there are many states that are putting things forward to have electric car 
fees so the registration process will probably need to be adjusted in the future.     
 
 
Mr. Stevenson stated he attended the Regional Fire Protection meeting.  Mr. Stevenson reported that Mr. Bair put 
together a draft scope of services based on suggestions provided and it look good.  Mr. Stevenson stated the 
study will not be in this year’s budget wont impact Halfmoon Township.  Mr. Stevenson stated the study will 
include how/when/if to fund paid or partially paid staff and how to go about doing that.  The study search will be 
advertised in January and costs will not come out of the budget until 2020 and then the steps taken after receiving 
the study will be budgeted for 2021.  Ms. Steele questioned whether Port Matilda & Warriors Mark Fire 
Companies can tag along on the study.  Mr. Stevenson stated it is a regional study so whatever comes out of the 
study will be applicable to other fire companies.  Ms. Del Corso questioned whether Halfmoon Township will need 
to help fund the study.  Mr. Stevenson stated he did not think Halfmoon Township would need to fund anything for 
the study.   
 

15. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 
 

  


