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1.    CALL TO ORDER 
       Chair Danelle Del Corso called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Other Supervisors present were Mark 

Stevenson, Bob Strouse, Barb Spencer and Patti Hartle.  Staff present were Amy Smith, Township Clerk.  
Residents & others in attendance: Virginia Squier, Halfmoon Township Schlow Library Representative; Joe Long, 
Penn State University Environmental & Resources Management Student. 

 
2. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

There were no citizen comments. 
 

3. MINUTES 
 

 MOTION:  Ms. Spencer moved to approve the minutes for March 28th, 2019; Mr. Strouse seconded; 
Vote 5-0-0; Motion Carried. 

 
4. BILLS LIST 

 
 MOTION:  Mr. Stevenson moved to approve the Bills List dated April 11th, 2019; Ms. Hartle 

seconded; Vote 5-0-0; Motion Carried. 
 
 

5. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 MOTION:  Ms. Spencer moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report dated April 11th, 2019 for end of 
month for February, 2019; Mr. Strouse seconded; Vote 5-0-0; Motion Carried. 

 
 

6. COMMUNITY CENTER RAIN GARDEN DESIGN PRESENTATION   
Mr. Long introduced himself and stated his group came to the Community Center last fall to visit the site and see 
where there was potential for a rain garden.  Mr. Long stated they looked into tying the spout on the back of the 
Community Center into the rain garden.  Mr. Long explained the drain pipe would be below ground.  Mr. Strouse 
questioned how this would affect the batting cages and if they would have to be moved.  Mr. Long stated the rain 
garden is far away enough that they would not need to be moved.  Mr. Long discussed planting materials and 
stated they selected wetland plants and pollinator species.  Ms. Del Corso questioned if there are any safety 
concerns and if anyone would be maintaining it.  Mr. Long stated after the installation maintenance is a little bit of 
a concern just to make sure it is working properly but once the plants have grown in there is very little 
maintenance.  Mr. Long stated the rain garden would be two feet deep.  Mr. Strouse questioned whether there are 
fencing concerns for younger children.  Mr. Long explained that the water would not sit in the rain garden and it 
would filter down into the ground.  Ms. Del Corso questioned if there is a timeline.  Mr. Long stated they would like 
to start in the spring and keeping the budget in mind would like to have the public works department do the 
excavation for the pipe and hole for the rain garden and reach out to the boy/girl scouts and see if they could help 
with planting.  Ms. Squier questioned if Mr. Long or someone would be around to supervise the planting, etc. Mr. 
Long stated he would need to speak to Mr. Royer.  Ms. Squier stated she is the Coordinator for Day of Service 
with the Delta Middle School and she may be able to get some kids to help with the grunt work. Mr. Long state he 
would not be present because he would be in Lancaster but he would look into coordinating something with Ms. 
Squier.  Ms. Spencer stated she would like someone around to supervise.  Mr. Stevenson stated the Garden Club 
may be interested in participating in the planting.  Mr. Long stated if the Board wanted him involved, they could 
consider a fall installation because he would be back and stated generally spring and fall were ideal planting 
seasons.  The Board thanked Mr. Long and his group and commented that the rain garden will be a wonderful 
addition and requested Mr. Long keep in contact with Ms. Steele.  Ms. Spencer stated she would like to see the 
rain garden installed in the spring since it seems to take everything so long at this building.  Mr. Strouse 
questioned where they were getting the plants.  Mr. Long stated he looked at a couple nurseries.  The Board 
thanked Mr. Long again and stated they are looking forward to the rain garden.   
  

7. SCHLOW LIBRARY PRESENTATION  
Ms. Squier stated this will be her sixth and final year on the Schlow Library Board.  Ms. Squier commented she 
sat on the Governance Committee, Personnel Committee and Federation Committee as well.  Ms. Squier 
informed the Board that this week is National Library week.      Ms. Squier stated she will be taking some students 
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to Representative Jake Corman’s office to discuss library funding.  Ms. Squier stated the library has been asking 
citizens in the community to fill out postcards stating why they like Schlow Library that will be sent to the Governor 
and Legislatures to ask for restoration funding because the funding budget was cut in 2009 and has never been 
reinstated.  Ms. Squier reported that Schlow Library gets $154,000 less than it did in 2009.  Ms. Squier stated 
residents of Halfmoon Township checked out 4,000 books and 1,680 books had been dropped off at remote drop-
offs at the Uni-Mart and Brothers Pizza.  Ms. Squier commented that print circulation is going up and e-book 
usage is dropping off.  Ms. Squier stated music & video streaming is available through the Library.  Ms. Squier 
encouraged the Board if they have not already utilized the Kanopy service to take advantage of it.  Ms. Squier 
stated there is Saturday morning story time and research unplugged.  Ms. Squier reported that the Library will 
meet with you one on one to teach you how to use your new device for free with an appointment.  Ms. Squier 
stated there is a knitting club, chess club, embroidery club and book clubs.  Ms. Squier commented that Ms. 
Alloway and her staff are amazing people.  Ms. Squier stated she has been putting out feelers for a resident to 
take on the representative position and questioned whether it was okay for her to continue doing that.  Ms. Del 
Corso questioned if Ms. Squier could drop off some postcards to the Township for citizens.  The Board thanked 
Ms. Squier.   
 

8. POSSIBLE MOTION TO AWARD BACKHOE & QPR DELIVERED BID 
 

 MOTION:  Mr. Stevenson moved to award the bid for backhoe services to Ken’s Backhoe Service 
LLC for $79.00 per hour and the QPR delivered bid to Glenn O Hawbaker, Inc. for $156.38 per ton; 
Mr. Strouse seconded; Vote 5-0-0; Motion Carried. 

 
9. ANNOUNCE CLEARWATER CONSERVANCY WATERSHED CLEAN UP DAY IS APRIL 20, 2019 

Ms. Del Corso announced that April 20th is Clearwater Conservancy Watershed Clean up day and if anyone was 
interested in volunteering they could register at www.clearwaterconservancy.org  
 
 

10. DISCUSSION ON FUTURE POLICE SERVICES  
This item was tabled until more information was available.   
 

11. NEW BUSINESS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Mr. Stevenson stated through email exchange it was suggested that the Planning Commission look at the home 
occupation definition when drafted by the Board so a second set of eyes is looking at it and thought that was a 
good idea.  Mr. Strouse agreed.   
 

12. SUPERVISORS’ REPORT 
Finance Committee - Ms. Del Corso stated they started the conversation on whether there should be budget 
guidelines.  Ms. Del Corso reminded the Board they voted last year not to have a guideline percent increase for 
the budget.  Ms. Del Corso commented that ¾ of the committee members agree that no guidelines should be 
used and questioned the Boards thoughts.  Ms. Del Corso commented she would like to ask Ms. Steele if having 
no guideline hurt the Township budget and if there were pro’s and con’s or have any impact one way or another.    
Mr. Stevenson commented that COG budget has many moving parts but planning went down, the Library is 
based on usage and CATA and other services had little or no impact that he noticed.  Mr. Stevenson stated he 
thought is was a good idea to have an inflation related guideline.  Ms. Del Corso stated at the Human Resources 
Committee last year they discussed the budget being strategic driven and not just an arbitrary number.  Ms. Del 
Corso commented that there are discretionary vs non-discretionary needs and the discretionary are going to 
increase.  Ms. Del Corso stated that one idea was to have a better idea of what that number was and only pay 
attention to that number.  Ms. Del Corso commented that the Committee questioned if Mr. Viglione could give 
them an across the board number if nothing else changes to see what that number was and use it.  Mr. Strouse 
stated he thought that made sense.  Ms. Spencer agreed.   Ms. Del Corso stated the big-ticket items will be in the 
program plan and the Board can adjust accordingly.  Ms. Del Corso stated members discussed that there will be 
fluctuation in the next few years and it may not make sense to have a percentage across the board.  Ms. Spencer 
commented that if you give them a number, they will go for that and would rather it be more strategic. Ms. Del 
Corso stated the program plan will be abbreviated. Ms. Del Corso questioned whether Ms. Steele received the 
budget timelines.  Mr. Stevenson stated he was reviewing the Executive Committee agenda regarding unit votes 
and noticed that under the bullet notes it was missing the fact that he made a motion, which passed, that the 
Executive Committee look at defining which matters Halfmoon Township votes on whether it is a unit vote or 
General Forum vote.   
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UBEH COG - Mr. Stevenson stated he attended the UBEH COG meeting and they discussed a COG wide 
inventory list and discussed tapping personnel to help each other out.  Mr. Stevenson stated he will be out of town 
for the next COG meeting and Mr. Strouse will need to attend in his place.  Mr. Stevenson commented the PMFC 
mailing campaign is going well and they received eight new volunteers.  Mr. Stevenson reported the PMEMS is 
operating in a deficit with paid staff since they do not have any volunteers.  Mr. Stevenson stated that part of the 
deficit is due to declining reimbursement from insurance companies.  Mr. Stevenson stated it was reported that 
Blue Cross Insurance pays the patient directly instead of the EMS and then the monies are not turned over to the 
EMS.  Mr. Stevenson commented it was reported that there is pending legislature to fix this issue.  Mr. Stevenson 
stated the COG members were told that the EMS needed to have 24-hour service.  Mr. Stevenson reported there 
are two trucks so one is in service and one is out of service with part time staff.    Mr. Stevenson stated COG 
municipalities will need to look at increasing funds to the EMS for 2020. 
 
Transportation and Land Use Committee – Ms. Spencer reported they discussed workforce housing problems 
and transportation needs and how they can get developers on board to create workforce housing.  
 
Public Services and Environmental Committee - Ms. Spencer stated it was suggested that a Comprehensive Plan 
update should be completed before the Act 537 plan is updated.   
 
Ms. Spencer reported she will be out of the Country and will need to have the alternate attend the next 
Transportation and Land Use Committee.   
 
Mr. Strouse stated he missed the Human Resources Committee and C-NET Board of Directors meetings.   
 
Ms. Hartle reported that the Cable Consortium meeting was canceled.  
 
Ms. Hartle stated the COG Facilities Committee discussed letting staff come up with short term needs and looking 
for a consultant to look at COG wide facilities and not just building facilities.   
 
   

13. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 

  


