
Halfmoon Township has an area of approximately 14,000 acres including 3,200 acres of State Game Lands 176.  

The Township’s population increased from 717 in 1980, to 2375 in 2000 and to 2549 in 2008, and is forecasted 

to grow to more than 4,300 by 2030.  In 1999 the voters approved a referendum, enabled by passage of 

Commonwealth of PA Act 153, which enabled the collection of a 2 mill real estate tax for the preservation of open 

space.  The Board of Supervisors formed an Ad Hoc Committee of Township Landowners to develop the Open 

Space Preservation (OSP) Ordinance that would establish operating guidelines for the Open Space Preservation 

Program (OSPP).  After passage of the Ordinance, by the Supervisors, the Open Space Preservation Board 

(OSPB) was appointed, many of those same Ad Hoc Committee members remained to serve on the initial OSPB.    

In the first phase of the program, the Township used the unique approach of leasing development rights from 

landowners with eleven or more acres for a period of 99 years.  In 2004, three properties with a combined area of 

232 acres were enrolled, but no new applications were received for 2005.  Concerned about the lack of interest, 

the Supervisors, on recommendation of the OSPB, enhanced the program by authorizing advanced lease 

payments of up to twenty years.  As a result, from 2006 through 2008, 15 new properties comprising 1,033 acres 

were conserved.  For the 2009, the Township is considering applications for four properties with a combined 

acreage of 959 acres.  If, as expected these four properties enter the program, the Township will have conserved 

about 2,286 acres.    To date, the Township has collected $1,117,263.62 in taxes and interest for the OSPP and 

has expended $730,174.83 as of December 31st, 2008.  It is estimated that for 2010 there will be sufficient funds 

to enroll about 358 additional acres, even if each applicant requests an up front 20 year advance payment.  

 

 The Township amended its OSP Ordinance in 2008 to permit purchase of permanent conservation easements 

or fee simple acquisitions using Open Space funds.  Using this ordinance change, the township is working 

cooperatively with ClearWater Conservancy to create a wildlife corridor that will cross the developing Halfmoon 

Valley and link State Game Lands 176 with the wooded Bald Eagle Ridge. Of the 106 acres in the corridor, 40 

acres will be owned by ClearWater and permanently protected by a conservation easement held by the 

Township. To fund the conservation easement the Township has budgeted $200,000 in 2009.  The remaining 66 

acres of the corridor will remain in private ownership and be protected by enrollment in the Township’s OSPP 

Lease Program.   

 

Attached is a summary sheet for the Open Space Preservation Lease Program that document the collection of 

taxes and expenditures for leases since the inception of the program, the number of properties and number of 

acres conserved.   Also attached is a map showing the preserved properties and pending properties.   



                                               Halfmoon Township Open Space Preservation Program   March 2009 
Statistics 

 
 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
           
 
Funds Received 91,344.87 107,654.90 108,067.46 114,709.99 124,184.62 62,234.12 126,500.18 129,684.57 132,330.31

Interest 2,974.39 6,022.99 7,522.69 5,101.77 3,290.19 17,489.72 37,131.30 26,428.96 14,590.59

Total  94,319.26 113,677.89 115,590.15 119,811.76 127,474.81 79,723.84 163,631.48 156,113.53 146,920.90
    
Lease Payments 0 0 0 0 5,792.75 5,996.65 17,307.74 23,926.62 35,495.43
    
Advanced Payments 0 0 0 0 0 0  318,240.60 99,987.60 216,446.40
    
Attorney Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4,692.28 2,288.76
 
    
Total Monies spent for 
Lease & Advanced 
Payments & Attorney 
Fees  0 0 0 0 5,792.75 5996.65 335,548.34 128,606.50 254,230.59
 
Fund Balance 94,319.26 207,997.15 323,587.30 443,399.06 565,081.12 638,808.31 466,891.45 494,398.48 387,088.79
    
Acres Preserved   232 0 415 263 418 959*
    
Total Acres Preserved 0 0 0 0 232 232 647 910 1,328 2,287*
    
Price Per Acre 0 0 0 25.00 25.88 26.81 27.77 28.50 29.64
    
Applications 
Processed 0 0 0 0 3 0 8 3 4 4*

    
Total Properties 
Preserved  

0 0 0 0 3 3 11 14 18 22*

          *Pending 
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Act 153 Open Space Preservation Program

Municipal Boundary
Parcel Boundary
Currently Leased
Pending Lease
Developed
State Game Lands 176
Potential Open Space Aquisitions, 11acres +
Township Property

STATE GAME LANDS
No 176

2,287 total acres

OSP - Program Number Name: Acres: Tax Id #:
2003-001 D. Michael Barr 175 17-001-004C
2003-003 Stephen T. & Susan, Warner 42 17-004-013
2003-004 Robert J. & Jeannette W., Eberhart 15 17-004-047A
2005-006 Robert E. Rider 61 17-004-057
2005-007 Donald A. & Sharon A., Hazle 45 17-004-011D
2005-008 Samuel H. & Evelyn M., Gray 108 17-004-025
2005-009 Ernest Harpster 11 17-004-066A
2005-010 Ernest & Dora Lou, Harpster 23 17-04-178
2005-011 Josip A. Novakovich 14 17-004-005B
2005-012 Barron L. & Lynn D., Stine 132 17-006-009
2005-013 Elwood C. & Adaline M., Stine 21 17-006-008
2006-014 R. Richard & Alyce R., Ritti 36 17-004-011C
2006-015             D. Michael Barr 168 Halfmoon / 46 Worth 17-001-005F
2006-016             Wolfgang P. & Nancy C., Bruckner 13 17-007-011
2007-017 Graham, Darlene M. & Richard A. 25 17-004-026
2007-018 Brodzina, John F. 103 17-006-003A
2007-019 Wilson, Thomas G. & Elanor M. 250 Halfmoon /12 Taylor 17-004-009
2007-020 Piper, David C. & Christine D. Bracken-Piper 27 Halfmoon / 0.5 Warriors Mark 17-006-002B
2008-021  * Pending 2009 Brown, Gerald J. & Shirley P. 279 24-003-003
2008-022  * Pending 2009 Barto, Freida M. & Merrill L. 14 17-004-177
2009-023  * Pending 2009 Thomson, Dennis W. & Joan S. 600 17-006-005
2008-024  * Pending 2009 Berkobin, Paul 66 17-001-008

Wildlife Corridor


